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5 New Orphan Cheetah Cubs

In the last few months AfriCat became the new home
for two groups of orphaned cheetahs. The trio arrived
first, one male and two females, all needing quite a bit
of tender loving care and a lot of good food. The five-
month-old siblings had been in kept in captivity before
their arrival and all three had a serious calcium-
deficiency - they were limping and two walked with
what we call “duck-feet”. They were immediately
introduced to a diet of minced chicken necks together
with red meat and the correct dose of vitamin and
mineral supplements. The male was not at all keen on
the chicken to start with and carefully picked out the
pieces of meat with the least gooey pink stuff stuck to
it. He soon realised that picky eating meant less food
and it wasn’t long before he tucked in just like his
greedy sisters.

Certain that they were still young enough for the right
diet to correct the skew limbs and cure the limps and
that one day they would be able to run with speed and

grace, we named the cubs Har‘ley (Davidson),
Ducati and Aprilia.

True enough, within a month we could see a difference
in the way that they walked and they have since gone
from strength to strength.

The second group, two three-month-old sibling males,
were also in a bad way, both suffering from
malnutrition and dehydration. Dave took them straight
to the vet where they spent three days under
observation. Once back at AfriCat they were introduced
to the same diet as the first group - small amounts three
times a day. It came as no surprise that these two
weren’t fussy about our catering. They cleaned the bowl
every meal. Currently still in quarantine at the AfriCat

Clinic, S'l'ar'sky and Hutch will soon be introduced to
Harley, Ducati and Aprilia.

When they are old enough all five will be released into
our rehabilitation area and given the opportunity to live
as they would in the wild.
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This is not a companionship that
immediately springs to mind but it
seemed right at the time and for
now it is working brilliantly.

Cocoa (affectionately known as
Beanie) was rescued from a bush
fire when he was three weeks old.
Beanie may resemble a Tabby in
many ways but his behaviour is

definitely that of a wild cat. He
didn’t like to be cuddled and would
attack any part of the human
anatomy when one least expected it.
My face and hands were covered in
bites and scratches. When he wasn’t
sleeping he demanded constant
entertainment.  Potplants  were
stripped of their leaves and
shredded into tiny bits left all over
the house. It was great fun to climb
the curtains and cling on
desperately at the top while trying
to figure out the best way to get
down. Changes were made,
potplants moved out and curtains
were knotted up out of reach to
accommodate the mischievous
antics.

Then came Pickles - a one-month-
old leopard cub. She was found
alone in the bush, very weak and
dehydrated, her mother presumably
shot. She was too young to be in an

. enclosure on her own and once

nursed back to health we had to

decide what we were going to do
with her until she was old enough to
be released into the rehabilitation
area. The nurturing that cubs
receive from their mother and the
skills they learn as they grow up, as
well as the interaction and play they
experience with their siblings
cannot be matched by hand-rearing.
We have learnt that raising a single
cub is even more problematic than
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raising siblings, especially as the
animal reaches adulthood. But in
this case there was no mother, or
siblings, or even another leopard
cub of a similar age that we could
introduce Pickles to. Beanie was our
only option and we thought that
interaction and play with another
cat would be more beneficial for
Pickles.

At this stage Beanie was more than
double Pickles’ weight and we were
a bit concerned so we stood by as
referees should Beanie be too

overpowering. From the moment we
let Pickles out of the crate they
started playing. They chased and

tackled one another until they were
exhausted when they curled up
together, gave each other a few licks
and fell asleep. And this continues

(Continued on page 7)
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in spite of the fact that Pickles now
weighs seven kilograms and Beanie
just under four.

Until we moved their play outside
they were in the house and there
was only one flaw in the relationship
- a constant dispute over the litter
tray. Beanie would be there to do
what needed to be done and Pickles
would decide that she also needed
to go and there definitely wasn’t

room for two. Needless to say
someone would miss the litter tray.
This wasn’t too bad if you got there
immediately to clean up. If you
didn’t Beanie would start trying to
cover up the mess with the sand in
the litter tray and inevitable stand in
it. Pickles would jump in to play
and eventually there would be little
wet (or worse) footprints all over the
house and ending up on the
furniture. To try and solve this
problem I bought a second litter
tray, filled it with sand and showed
them there were now two and there
was no longer a reason to fight. This
didn’t work and I now had two litter
trays to clean. They did however
find an alternative use - a sandpit to
play in. The objective of the game:
who could scratch out the most
litter whilst pushing and shoving

each other to get the most space in
order to kick it as far as possible
from the tray. Walking around the
house was like walking on a pebbly
beach. I was thrilled when it was

time for them to move outside.

The future...? Pickles will remain in
our care until she is old enough to
fend and hunt for herself in the
rehabilitation area. Beanie will have
the option to come and go as he
pleases.

AFRICAT UK HELP TO MONITOR LEOPARD CUBS

Thunder and Lightning, two sibling leopards, came to AfriCat when they were three months old. Their mother was
shot and they were rescued when they were found wandering aimlessly in the bush. They spent time in quarantine
at the AfriCat Clinic where we could observe them closely. Time came for the cubs to move, so they were darted
and put into crates until they recovered from the anaesthetic. They were released into a larger enclosure the
following day.

These enclosures are designed so that the leopards stay as wild as possible and there is no contact with people,
apart from feeding and the provision of fresh water. The size of the enclosures and the fact that these cats do not
come and fetch their food while people are around, makes observation impossible. But we have to make sure that
the leopards are eating, are in good condition and are healthy - all the more difficult when there are two of them.
This is where the camera scout comes in. Africat UK kindly sponsored four of these nifty gadgets for just this
purpose. Dave mounted two cameras on trees outside the
enclosure pointed in the direction of two different spots
where the food would be put down. As soon as the leopards
came into range, the camera would take a photo. The
photos are downloaded onto a computer the next morning
and we can then see if both leopards (Lightning has a
black scar on her nose so it is easy to distinguish between
the two) are taking the food and at what time (photos are
date and time stamped).

This scout camera donation has made it so much easier to
monitor the welfare of these young animals until they are
old enough to be teleased back into the wild. These
cameras will also be used to locate and identify the resident
large carnivores in the new rehabilitation area (see page 4).

Thank you Africat UK.

Thunder and Lighting playing in front of the camera.
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WELCOME ABOARD...........

We are delighted to report that after 14 years of helping to build the UK-based charity Tusk Trust into the leading
African wildlife conservation organisation that it is today, its ex-director, Tim Jackson, has agreed to join AfriCat
to help develop the Foundation into one of Namibia’s leading conservation NGOs.

As Namibia’s Ministry of Environment and Tourism actively encourages more and more communities to take
control of their own land by signing up for their highly successful communal conservation management
programme, there is a huge opportunity for AfriCat to be part of this growth by supporting the livelihoods of those
communities living in and around these new conservancies, covering areas such as education programmes,
building schools, medical facilities, finding solutions to human/wildlife conflicts, predator conflict protection,
income-generating programmes and micro credit schemes.

It is hoped that broadening AfriCat’s appeal to benefit a wider audience will encourage greater support from
international donors, thus elevating the organisation from its position as the world’s largest cheetah and leopard
rescue-and-release programme to the world’s leading wildlife community conservation charity.

If you would like to get in touch with Tim about any of these future plans, he can be contacted at
tim.jackson52@btinternet.com.

* This newsletter was compiled by Carla Conradie with contributions from Dave Houghton, Roma Muccio *
and Tim Jackson. The photos were taken by Dave Houghton, Clive Johnson and Wayne Hanssen.

The A¢w€az Foundation would like to thank the following
sponsors and donors for their help and support:
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